Classroom Activity

Stuck between Two Worlds Dilemma Cards

T

HE CHILDREN of immigrants didn’t remember the “Old Country” but didn't fit in with “Americans” either
-- they felt stuck between two worlds! Act out a skit or write a story about how they solved these dilemmas.

Stuck between Two Worlds

B piLEMMA: Teachers at your school only
allow English to be spoken.

B wHo: Immigrant child, teacher who only speaks
English, immigrant parent who only speaks na-
tive language.

B wHERE: Public school office, where your mom
has dropped off the lunch you forgot.

Stuck between Two Worlds

M p1LEMMA: School play rehearsals are the
same night as your ethnic band practice.

M wHo: Son or daughter, play director, band leader.

B wWHERE: School (parochial or public), band hall.

Stuck between Two Worlds @

B Teacher tells you that with your good
grades, you should go to high school. No one in
your family has ever gone past the 8th grade.

B wHo: Student, teacher , immigrant parent.

B WHERE: School (parochial or public), then home

Stuck between Two Worlds

M piLEMMA: Your “American” friend gives
you a new hairstyle and hat.

M wHo: Son or daughter, “American” friend, im-
migrant parent.

B WHERE: Your friend’s house, then your house.

Stuck between Two Worlds @

M piLEMMA: Kids tease you for wearing
“funny” clothes—clothes your grandmother
made you and sent from the Old Country.

B wHo: Boy or girl, older brother or sister, another
“American” boy or girl.

B WHERE: In front of the stores on Main Street.

Stuck between Two Worlds

M piLEMMA: Kids won't sit with you at
lunch because they say your lunch stinks!

B wHO: Student, another “American” student,
teacher.

B WHERE: School lunchroom.
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r I VHE CHILDREN of immigrants didn’t remember the

“Old Country” but didn’t fit in with “Americans” either

-- they felt stuck between two worlds! Act out a skit or write a story about how they solved these dilemmas.

Stuck between Two Worlds @

M piLEMMA: Your friend, who has a dif-
ferent religion, invites you to an event at his/her
church or synagogue.

B wHo: Son or daughter, friend, immigrant parent.

B wHERE: Classroom, later at home.

Stuck between Two Worlds @

B pILEMMA: Your parents are arguing
about whether you should go to public or paro-
chial school.

B wHoO: Son or daughter, mother and father (op-
tional: nun or public school teacher).

B wHERE: Dinner table.

Stuck between Two Worlds

B You want to invite your new American
friend home, but you are afraid of what might
happen.

B wHoO: Son or daughter, “American” child, immi-
grant parent who only speaks native language.

B wHERE: Your house.

Stuck between Two Worlds

M piLEMMA: You want to join the school
football team; your parents want you to play for
your fraternal team.

B wHo: Student, coach (either team), immigrant
parent.

B wHERE: City park where both teams play.

Stuck between Two Worlds

B pILEMMA: Your parents are arguing
about whether you should quit school to get a
job and help support the family.

B wHoO: Son or daughter, mother and father.

B wHERE: Dinner table.

Stuck between Two Worlds

M piLEMMA: Teacher tells you people of
your ethnic group don’t go on to high school;
your parents want you to “get an education.”

B wHo: Student, teacher, immigrant parent.

B WHERE: School and home.
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