
©2006 Johnstown Area Heritage Association Johnstown Heritage Discovery Center: Making a Life

In the 2000 census, people all over the United States reported where most of their ancestors came from. 
Below are the percentages for the United States and just for Pennsylvania. 

1. Plot the percentages for each group on the blank graphs below.

Pennsylvania Ancestry 2000 - Total: 12,281,054

Region of 
origin

# with 
ancestry*

% with 
ancestry

Great Britain 1,587,913 13.0%

Germany 3,246,341 26.4%

Ireland 1,981,106 16.1%

Eastern Europe 1,795,632 14.6%

Mediterranean 1,476,845 12.0%

Scandinavia 174,710 1.4%

Other Europe 662,694 0.5%

African American 1,224,612 10.5%

Hispanic 394,088 3.2%

Eskimo/Indian 52,650 0.4%

Asia 248,601 2.0%

Middle East 70,775 0.60%

Region of 
origin

# with 
ancestry*

% with 
ancestry

Great Britain 36,564,465 13.0%

Germany 43,140,969 15.3%

Ireland 30,528,492 10.8%

Eastern Europe 18,889,536 6.7%

Mediterranean 16,922,576 6.0%

Scandinavia 10,998,320 3.9%

Other Europe 18,189,653 6.5%

African American 36,419,434 12.9%

Hispanic 35,305,818 12.5%

Eskimo/Indian 4,119,301 1.5%

Asia 11,898,828 4.2%

Middle East 2,283,189 0.8%

USA Ancestry 2000 - Total: 281,421,906 

Charts and Statistics

Ancestry of the USA and Pennsylvania, 2000

Compare the graphs
1. For which regions does the USA show a higher percentage than Pennsylvania? 

2. For which regions does Pennsylvania show a higher percentage than the USA? 

3. What could be the reasons for these differences? 

4. Where do you fit on this chart (probably in more than one place!)?

*People having at least one ances-
tor from this region. It is possible 
to have one or many ethnic  groups 
(ancestry groups or regions of 
origin) among your ancestors. For 
example, you can have German on 
one side of your family and Italian 
on the other side. This is why per-
centages do not add up to 100%.
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Charts and Statistics

Ancestry of the USA and Pennsylvania, 2000

In the 2000 census, people all over the United States reported where most of their ancestors came from. 
Below are the percentages for the United States and just for Pennsylvania. Example: 15 out of 100 Americans 

have a German ancestor, but 26 out of 100 Pennsylvanians have a German ancestor.

Compare the graphs
1. For which regions does the USA  

show a higher percentage than 
Pennsylvania? 

2. For which regions does Pennsyl-
vania  show a higher percentage 
than the USA? 

3. What could be the reasons for 
these differences? 

4. Where do you fit on this chart 
(probably in more than one 
place!)?

NOTE: Graph shows the percentage of people having at least one ancestor in the “region of origin.” It is possible to have one or many 
ethnic  groups (ancestry groups or regions of origin) among your ancestors. For example, you can have German and Polish on one 
side of your family and Italian on the other side. This is why percentages do not add up to 100%.


